
Good Shepherd School Council Minutes 
Wednesday January 10, 2018 

Good Shepherd School 
 

Attendance: 
Tina McDonald, John Kuran, Kelly Whalen, Beth Wilkins, Cathy Hewko, Monica Robinson, 
Kamber Ferriss, Leanne Rein, Nicole Schuler 
 
1.0 Call to Order  Cathy called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm 
 
2.0 Opening Prayer  Tina McDonald led us in prayer. 
 
3.0 Previous Meeting Minutes  Beth moved to accept the minutes of November 8, 2017.   
 
4.0 Adoption of Agenda Tina added 7.7 Survey under Principal’s Report to agenda.  
Monica moved to adopt agenda as amended. 
 
5.0 Treasurer’s Report  Tabled until next meeting. 
 
6.0 New Business/Items for Discussion 
 6.1  Meeting Times 
 Cathy would like to try to keep meetings to 1 hour. 
 6.2 Christmas Donation 
 Cathy reported that in the past, Parent Council would make a Christmas donation to a 
 local charity.  As there was no December meeting, this had not been done yet.  John and 
 Kelly suggested that a donation to the soup kitchen as it can often be overlooked for 
 donations and that HFCRD students from Glenmary School donate their time to the  
 soup kitchen.  Monica made the motion that a $100 donation be made to the soup 
 kitchen.  Tina seconded, all in favour. 
7.0 Principal’s Report – Tina McDonald 
 7.1 GSS Annual Results and 3-Year Education Plan 
 -Tina reviewed the 3 Year Educational Plan and Annual Education Results Report.  See 
 the attachment for the Report.  It can also be viewed on the Good Shepherd School 
 Website.  
 Some of the highlights of the plan and report are as follows: 
 -School satisfaction survey is primarily positive. 
 -When looking at our school test results, if students do not write PAT’s, the students are 
 given zeroes as a mark and that brings down the school average.   
 -Goals for the next 3 years are: how to target literacy - providing supports to our 
 increasing ESL student population and setting up First Nations, Metis and Inuit literacy 
 programs in the home. 
 -For grade 6 this year, there are 3 teachers that are teaching math. 
 -ESL Support, Mary Anne Rotenburger and Nicola Quigley are working with students on 
 ESL reading/literacy support 



 -Hanna Buruma is working with First Nation, Metis and Inuit families/students to help 
 increase literacy and school attendance.  The biggest truancy rates are with the First 
 Nations, Metis and Inuit population.  There is a gap between high school graduation and 
 post-secondary attendance in First Nations, Metis, Inuit students and the rest of the 
 student body.  GSS is working to establish relationships to promote attendance and 
 learning for these students and families.   
 -Tina brought up that the term “bullying” is at times misused at school and in the home.  
 School Staff has reviewed with students the difference between what is bullying, rude 
 behaviour or being mean.  Tina has created a form for staff to use in order to 
 communicate on the playground bullying incidents.  There is protocol in place for staff 
 to report any incidences of bullying to the Admin.  School Admin make a phone call 
 home in cases of bullying.   
 7.2 New EA’s 
 Two new EA’s have been hired.  Kimberley Ludwig will be in a child specific role.  Lindsay 
 Gauvreau will focus on literacy and 35% of her time will be spent with French Immersion 
 students. 
 7.3 Parent/Staff parking 
 -Parents are also parking in the parent drop off loop.  The area directly beside the school 
 library is for quick drop off, so the flow of traffic is not disrupted, not parking.  Parent 
 parking spaces are on the west side of the loop in front of the trees.  If vehicles are 
 parked in the wrong area, a note will be left on their windshield. 
 -With the rec centre construction going on across the street, school patrollers have been 
 placed in new intersection/walk way areas.  Parents report they are finding the new 
 locations to be very helpful. 
 -The school buses have to run on a schedule and they arrive and depart in rounds.  
 Parents are asked to yield to school buses trying to exit the bus loop so the flow of the 
 bus traffic runs smoothly. 
 
 7.4 Bus Lane 
 Parents are parking in the bus lane during times when they are not supposed to.  Buses  
 cannot drop off students safely when private vehicles are in the way.  Signs are posted 
 that have the times of when the bus lane is off limits to parents.  Please be respectful 
 and do not park before 9am and after 3pm in the bus lane.  Tina will make up some 
 notices to place on windshields if staff catches parents parked in the lane during off limit 
 times. 
 7.5 Skiing Feb. 20/21 
 Grades 5 and 6 will have ski day field trips February 20 and 21.  It is a family funded 
 event.  Funds via the school are available for students who need it.  Scheduled review 
 /fun activities will be planned for kids who do not attend the ski day. 
 7.6 Carnaval Feb. 13 
 The French Immersion classes, grades 1 through 6 will attend the St. Isidore 
 Carnaval on February 13 for field trips. 
 
 



 
8.0 Teacher/Staff Report – Leanne Rein 
 -Mrs. Whittaker is still accepting donations of books, games and puzzles for the Family 
 Literacy Day Event on January 26. 
 -Leanne passed on a fundraising idea from Madame Sarah to Cathy.  Sarah had utilized 
 the fundraiser at her previous school, greeting cards printed with children’s artwork. 
 -Leanne reported that Madame Sarah had a flood in her classroom over Christmas 
 break.  Much of Sarah’s teacher resources were damaged, luckily no students’ 
 belongings were harmed.  Sarah spent much of her Christmas break trying to salvage 
 her resources.  Tina asked if Parent Council would purchase a gift card for Sarah 
 thanking her for giving up much of her break.  Nicole made a motion to buy a $100 
 Boston Pizza gift card, Beth seconded, all in favour. 
 
9.0 Community Rep Report – Beth Wilkins 
 Beth quickly reviewed some education related news headlines with the group.  The 
 articles are typically left in the staff room for school staff to read. 
 
10.0 Our Lady of Peace Report – Cathy Hewko 
 Sacramental prep has been organized and dates of the Sacraments at OLOP have been 
 set.  More information will be sent home in February.   
 
11.0 Round Table 
 -Beth informed the group that for the year 2018, the Peace River Museum will be by 
 donation rather than an entrance fee.  School groups will still be charged a fee. 
 -Monica reminded us that Teacher Appreciation will happen in February so we should 
 start planning for it. 
 -Nicole asked about the PRSD 2018-19 proposed school calendars, specifically spring 
 break not falling at Easter.  Both Kelly and John encouraged parents to provide feedback 
 to PRSD regarding the proposed calendar.  HFCRD typically follows a very similar 
 schedule due to purchasing bussing from PRSD.  Kelly and John stated that though next 
 school year spring break is not at Easter that may not be a permanent change.  Leanne 
 stated she had heard that because Easter is so late in April, 2019, it is easier for exam 
 prep to have the break earlier in the year. 
 
12.0 Adjournment 
 Meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm.  Next Meeting is February 10, 2018 at 7:00 pm 


