
Good Shepherd School Council Minutes
Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Good Shepherd School

Attendance:

Cathy Hewko, Monica Robinson, Tina McDonald, Leanne Rein, Andrea Hogan, Laurie Davoren, Lindsay
Gauvreau, Beth Wilkins, Jacqueline Fortin-Bennis, Nicole Schuler, Jessica Clarke

1.0 Call to Order Cathy called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.

2.0 Opening
Prayer

The AGM was immediately before the regular board meeting and opening prayer was
done then.

3.0 Previous
Meeting Minutes

Leanne moved to accept the minutes of June 14, 2017.

4.0 Adoption of
Agenda

No amendments; agenda adopted as presented.

5.0 Treasurer’s
Report

Monica presented the Treasurer’s report.

6.0 Our Lady of
Peace Report –
Andrea Hogan &
Nicole Schuler

- The new priest from Fairview, Father Nel, will be arriving soon.
- The children’s liturgy is looking for volunteers to be liturgy leaders.
- There is a pancake breakfast on Sunday to celebrate Sister Louise.

7.0 Community
Rep Report – Beth
Wilkins

Beth presented several news articles. Some highlights:
- Discussion about the religion being taken out of some Catholic schools
- Extra time available for provincial exams if required by students
- Discussion arose about the fact that HFCRD has a larger staff-to-student ratio

than other districts to allow for smaller class sizes, more student support, and
more prep time for teachers.

- The museum has a new Heritage Coordinator, Daniel Stewart

Monica Robinson left during Beth’s report. Lindsay Gauvreau left after Beth’s report.

8.0 New Business 8.1 Hot Lunch Coordinator Needed
- Kimberly Clarke and one other mom have shown an interest in helping with the hot
lunch program – Cathy will contact them.
- Laurie suggested trying out the “School Cash Online” program to ease the ordering
system for parents.
- Tina suggested having the classes help with hot lunch and possibly implementing a
profit sharing program with the classrooms.
8.2 Goals
- Cathy will work on goals.

9.0 Teacher/Staff
Report – Leanne
Rein

- Busy time of year so Leanne hasn’t approached teachers for messages.
- Plans to have a handout at the next meeting.
- Terry Fox run will occur on the last Friday of September; K-6 participating.



- Larissa Vant Erve – nominated for Edwin Parr Award.
- New modular is installed, but still getting connected and set-up. Delay

partially due to need for a special permit to cross the bridge.

10.0 Principal’s
Report – Tina
McDonald

10.1 Staffing Changes
- Hanna Buruma will be doing half of the FMNI coordination; Mike Pickles and

Tina will take over the other half as they both have extensive background and
experience with FMNI. Tina informed the council that children do not need
status cards to declare FMNI status on forms. Schools get more funding for
aboriginal activities for each declared FMNI student.

- Darla Geddes’s time in speech pathology has been increased to almost full
time.

- Nicola Quigley will continue working in music, but will also be working with
ESL children to help better prepare them for when they get to junior high.

- Mary-Anne Rotenburger will be working on early intervention and focusing
on working with struggling readers.

10.2 New Portable
- Portable will be used as a well-equipped art room.
- Old kindergarten class will be converted to a sensory room that can also be

used for relaxation and exercise.
10.3 Inclusive Education (Mike Pickles)

- Mike will be working on behavior reports and will facilitate meetings with
Shannon and Sue Long. Tina will support him for the time being.

- Tina mentioned that if School Council has extra funding, more items are
needed for fidgets to help with concentration and learning.

10.4 Communication with Support Staff
- Tina has informed support staff that they are not to communicate with

parents. Communication should come directly from the teachers to the
parents.

- Only student-specific EA’s will be replaced with a substitute when they are
absent.

- Discussion arose about EA reviews – believed they are done every 3 years.
Tina will look into the review cycle.

- Was mentioned that the school is looking for donations of bathing suits to
keep at the school so that all children can participate in swim days.

- Some parents reported that their grade 6 PAT results have not been received.
Tina will investigate.

11.0 Round Table - Nicole asked about indoor recess and if they can be more structured with
inside activities. Tina mentioned that she has plans to implement grade 6
leaders that will go in each lower elementary class during lunch.

- Beth encouraged everyone to visit the local museum.
- Discussion about Good Shepherd School being a nut-aware school.
- Tina mentioned that some classrooms may not have microwaves anymore as

she told teachers that if they do not stay in the class over lunch to supervise
their use, they must remove them from their classrooms.

12.0 Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 8:39 pm.


