
Good Shepherd School Council Minutes
Wednesday, November 8, 2017

Good Shepherd School

Attendance:

Cathy Hewko, Monica Robinson, Tina McDonald, Leanne Rein, Beth Wilkins, Jacqueline Fortin-Bennis,
Nicole Schuler, Tara Elliott, Jessica Clarke

1.0 Call to Order Cathy called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2.0 Opening
Prayer

Tina McDonald led us in prayer.

3.0 Previous
Meeting Minutes

Beth moved to accept the minutes of September 13, 2017.

4.0 Adoption of
Agenda

Jessica moved to adopt the agenda as presented.

5.0 Treasurer’s
Report

Monica presented the Treasurer’s report. We have $19,460.79 in one account and
$171.16 in the other.

6.0 Our Lady of
Peace Report –
Nicole Schuler

Nicole discussed items relating to the parish:
- They are always looking for volunteers for the Catholic Ministry
- Our new priest was installed by the bishop this past weekend
- On November 19 there will be a Knights of Columbus turkey dinner after

mass

7.0 Community
Rep Report – Beth
Wilkins

Beth presented several news articles. Some highlights:
- Matthew Oostvogels was highlighted in an article in Move Up Magazine
- Gay-Straight Alliances – Bill 24 didn’t pass in the legislature; many teachers

didn’t agree with telling parents as they felt it was breaking the relationship
they have with their students

- Catholic Education is at risk in our province; Tina spoke to this and mentioned
that we all need to be prouder of our faith. People tend to shy away from
showing off their faith when in public or when guests come into their homes.

- “Beyond Fiddles & Sashes” in a new exhibit coming to the museum November
14

8.0 New Business 8.1 Hot Lunch Update
- Nicole Schuler is the new coordinator; she said it’s going well except for a few

complications with the recent Boston Pizza order. It’s their first time doing
hot lunch, so these things can easily be ironed out for the next order.

8.2 Review of Budget/Goals
- Leanne said that the team leading the Literacy Day doesn’t need any funds

this year from school council as they have some leftover from last year. May
approach us again next year. They are asking for gently used books and
games to be donated.

- Gymnastics is $95/hour now. There will be 21 classes going twice each. Sarah
Nickonchuk organizing it this year.

- Tara will look into grants for playgrounds.



9.0 Teacher/Staff
Report – Leanne
Rein

- ECS went to Heritage Tower and Points West on Halloween; they did a
costume parade, sang songs, and shook the seniors’ hands while wishing
them a Happy Halloween. There were lots of smiles all around and all the
children did amazing.

- ECS is participating in the Adopt-a-Grandparent program through the Town of
Peace River and they’re also making placemats for Sutherland Place for the
Christmas season.

- Run club had a run at the ski hill and all participants had fun.
- Grades 5 & 6 have been playing volleyball.
-

10.0 Principal’s
Report – Tina
McDonald

10.1 Catholic Education
- (Done during Beth’s report)

10.2 Our Survey
- Grade 4 doing accountability surveys; hoping for honest answer from them

10.3 Outdoor Classroom
- The recycling club has amassed lots of money and would like to build an

outdoor classroom. The plans have been sent to the board for approval.
- Some would like to see some gardening incorporated in the outdoor

classroom.
10.4 Video from Catholic Leadership Convention

- Running short on time so Tina will email it out.

Monica had to leave.

10.5 Playgrounds
- The wooden ECS playground was inspected and it’s on its way out. There was

a loose board that has now been fixed.
10.6 EA Hires

- Tina has been instructed to replace the EAs when they’re not in
- Kim Clarke and Mallory Burgess are two new EAs that have been hired
- The school has received additional PUFF funding, so there might be another

new hire
- Grade 6 PAT math results were not good. The school has added more blocks

to help students with their math with Amy Quinney. It was discussed that
parents or the principal can choose to opt their child out of writing the exam;
when this happens, that’s child’s test gets a mark of zero which affects the
overall results.

11.0 Round Table - Jacqueline requested that write-ups about the children who get virtue awards
are included in the newsletters

- Christmas concerts will be December 19 & 20.

12.0 Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 8:02 pm. Next meeting is December 13, 2017 at 7:00 pm.


